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PBS-SEPM 2011-2012
Sept 13-WTGS Luncheon Mtg, 11:30 am,
Midland Center.
Speaker: Dr. R. Paul Philp,
ConocoPhillips School of
Geology & Geophysics,
Univ. Okla, Norman.
Topic: The Added Value
Benefits of incorporating
Geochemistry into Shale
Gas and other Exploration
and Production Activities.”
Sept 20, PBS-SEPM
Luncheon Mtg, 11:30
am, Midland Center.
Speaker: J. Michael Party,
P.G., Vice-President of Exploration, Reliance Energy,
inc,
Topic: “Shale Plays—An
Overview”
Sept. 28—30, 2011
WTGS Fall Symposium, Midland Center,
Midland TX . “Hidden
Treasures in Our Own
Backyard” , See WTGS
website at www.wtgs.org
for more details.
Oct 01—04, 2011 MidContinent Section
Meeting AAPG,
Oklahoma City, OK,
„Exploiting Known R
Reserves as a Bridge to
the Future”.
Oct 18, PBS-SEPM
TBA
Nov 11-13, 2011 PBSSEPM Field Trip
Paleozoic Mound Stratigraphy, Sacramento Mtns:
Implications for Reservoir
Characterization. See p. 79 for more information.

Abstract:

“ US

Shale Overview”

This talk gives a general overview of several gas and oil
shale plays in the US, highlighting some of their geological, political, and economical aspects. In the time
allotted for this talk we will look into the many Shale
Plays, discussing their uniqueness as well as
characteristics that seem to carry from basin to basin.
Cross sections from selected plays across the United States will
enable the listener to have a rudimentary understanding of these
complicated plays.

Bio—PBS-SEPM Speaker—September 20, 2011
Mr. Michael Party has over 30 years experience in the oil and gas industry.
He graduated from the University of Missouri-Rolla in 1978 with a BS
degree in Geology/Geophysics and was awarded an Honorary Professional
Degree in 1994. He started his career with Cities Services here in Midland.
In late 1981 he joined Wagner & Brown and served as Exploration
Manager for 9 years before accepting the position of Vice President
Exploration for Reliance Energy Inc.
He has served as President of the Southwest Section of the AAPG,
Secretary of AAPG, and President of the Division of Professional Affairs
within the AAPG. He also served as President of the West Texas Geological
Society and the Permian Basin Section of SEPM.
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President’s
Column
I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer and is getting
ready for the final stretch of the
year. We have certainly been
fortunate with the strong
economic recovery, due to high
oil prices and the increasing rig
count, in the Permian Basin. We
have all learned our lessons and
know to enjoy it while it lasts.
Now if gas prices would cooperate,
it
would
be
the
perfect storm.
The extreme temperatures,
severe drought, and fires we are
suffering in the Permian Basin,
have made for a very
uncomfortable summer. The
fires were also responsible for
having to reschedule the
Sacramento Mountains Field trip
to be led by Xavier Jansen. It is
now scheduled for
November 11-13, 2011. There
are a few spots left for those of
you who might have an interest
but had a scheduling conflict
with the original date.
When thinking of the drought, I
like to remind myself of the
Reinhold Niebuhr quote “God,
grant me the serenity to accept
the things I cannot change, the
courage to change the things I
can, and the wisdom to know
the difference.” The drought is
something we cannot change
but monitoring and rationing
our water use is something we

can change and need the
courage to request others do
also.
It also brings to mind the ongoing discussions regarding adding
the dunes sagebrush lizard as an
Endangered
Species.
As
members of the scientific community, each of us has the
responsibility to see that these
types of decisions are made with
valid scientific reasoning, not
because of political motivation
against an industry. A passive
position could limit the strong
economic recovery mentioned
above, as an undetermined
amount of land would be off
limits to ranching and oil and
gas operations.
Most of us are environmentalists by nature, extremely
sensitive to limiting our footprint when conducting our jobs,
and desire to restore the earth
to its prior condition upon the
termination of operations. We
certainly do not want to disturb
the habitat of an endangered
species. At the same time we
need to have the courage to
challenge listings that are not
based on scientific fact due to
limited investigation. We must
not allow intentional misuse of
the Endangered Species Act.
Regarding the PBS-SEPM, we
cannot change the fact that our
current
membership
is

becoming more mature. But we
can prevent our organization
from becoming an endangered
species by expanding the habitat
to include the new generation of
scientists that are moving into
the basin. If you know of someone in your company or a casual
acquaintance, have the courage
to invite them to join PBS-SEPM.
In closing I would like to give
my very special thanks to our
immediate past president, Teri
McGuigan who, over the last
two years of my participation as
an executive board member, has
given an enormous amount of
her time and energy to this
organization. She was the driver
behind the core workshop, field
trips, luncheon speakers and
whatever else needed attention.
If you see her at a meeting or
pass her on the street, have the
courage to reach out and thank
her for all she has done over the
last several years, and the work
she
continues
to
do.

David M. Thomas III
P.O. Box 50272
Midland, TX 79710
432.570.6898 ext 307
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PBS-SEPM
P.O. Box 1595
Midland, TX 79702
Phone: 432-683-1573
Fax: 432-686-7827
E-mail: wtgs@wtgs.org

PBS-SEPM is the Permian Basin Section of SEPM—the Society for Sedimentary Geology. However, you do not need to be a SEPM member or a geologist to join PBS-SEPM. Our non-profit society relies upon the efforts of dedicated volunteers to serve the geological community—primarily through educational events. These events include monthly luncheon talks, core workshops, annual field trips, and special geological publications. Thanks to our
Education Committee we are involved in MISD 5th grade geology presentations to interest elementary students in pursuing a career in geosciences. We
would like to increase our exposure on college campuses—reaching out to
future earth scientists through scholarships, discounted memberships, and
offering full-time geology students the ability to participate in professionalgrade field trips at little to no cost. If you would like to join PBS-SEPM, you
may visit our website (www.pbs-sepm.org) to learn more about us, discover
how to get involved and download a membership form.
Individual Sponsors of PBS-SEPM ( 2011-2012)

We’re on the Web!
www.pbs-sepm.org

“Science is the

great antidote
to the poison of
enthusiasm and
superstition. “
Adam Smith
(1723-1790)
Scottish Economist
1776

Individual sponsors are advertised on the PBS-SEPM website and each Newsletter. Cost is $85/
year. If you are interested in an individual sponsorship opportunity, please call Paula Mitchell
for more details at (432) 683-1573.

Your Business Card
Could be here

A

Corporate Sponsorships (2011-2012)
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P BS-SEP M Luncheon Tal k: F ebr uar y 17t h

TITLE: Q-Land, Point-Receiver Land Seismic System
SPEAKER: George El-kaseeh (WesternGeco-Schlumberger; Houston, TX)
ABSTRACT:
Q-Land is a point-receiver acquisition and processing system capable of acquiring up to 30,000 channels in real time.
High-capacity ground network
The Q-Land system was built to record data from individual geophone accelerometers (GACs). Each
sensor transmits a digital trace to the Q-Land central system through a cable-based ground network
that uses a hybrid of copper and fiber optic transmission media to support the high data volumes. The
Q-Land ground network is designed to operate in temperate and desert climates.
Flexible power supply
The ground network is powered by a combination of solar panels and conventional battery technology that minimizes battery management logistics and environmental footprint. In areas of high daylight,
the excess solar power is used to re-charge the conventional batteries for backup power and nighttime operations.
Source driven acquisition
The Q-Land source manager interfaces with third-party source control electronics in the recording
truck to enable source-driven acquisition using multiple vibrator fleets, or explosives.
Real-time quality control and in-field data processing
Integration of acquisition and processing through the Q-Land Q-Xpress system enables near-real-time
seismic data analysis and processing.
The Q-Land Q-Xpress system efficiently handles the data volumes involved in processing 30,000 channels of uncorrelated vibroseis data, and dramatically reduces Q-Land single-sensor data turnaround
time. The Q-Xpress hardware resides in both the recording truck and a dedicated field system. The
latter is a fully mobile seismic data processing center with processing power and disk capacity to rival
many processing centers. The field deliverables (group-formed data and field cubes) are sent to the
nominated WesternGeco seismic data processing center for archive or further enhanced processing.
The Q-Land Q-Xpress system enables a field cube to be produced within a few days of acquisition.
More Information: http://www.westerngeco.com/content/services/q_technology/q_land/index.asp

BI OGRAP HY: Geor ge El- kaseeh

George currently works in the Integrated Solutions Survey Evaluation and Design Team of WesternGeco-Schlumberger in Houston, TX. His industry experience relating to Q-Land 3-D seismic
includes:
3 years onboard acquisition, processing, and QC
5 years in-house processing and project management
2.5 years survey evaluation and design

WHEN: Tuesday, February 17, 2009
WHERE: Midland Center
TIME: 11:30-1:00 PM

“The Q-Land Q-Xpress system enables a
field cube to be produced within a few
days of acquisition”
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PBS-SEPM Executive Board (June, 2010—May, 2011)

“The difficulty

President:

David M. Thomas

dthomas@treyresources.net

570-6898

President Elect:

Robert S. Nail

Robert.Nail@whiting.com

686-6771

First Vice President

Robert Campbell

nebular@yahoo.com

684-8308

Second Vice President:

Cindy E. Bowden

cindy_bowden@kindermorgan.com

688-3785

escaping the old

Treasurer:

Curtis D. Helms, Jr

chelms@gwdc.com

682-5241

ones, which

Secretary:

Sandra Elliott

sandrae@mclureoil.com

683-2787

Executive Director:

Paula Mitchell

wtgs@wtgs.org

683-1573

Past—President

Teri McGuigan

tmcguigan1@suddenlink.net

770-7099

Do you have an idea for an interesting luncheon talk?
Have a core workshop you‟d like to present? Have some
suggestions on how PBS-SEPM can better serve the
geologic community? Just click on the e-mail above and
drop us a note—your PBS-SEPM Executive Board would
LOVE to hear from you!

lies, not in the new
ideas, but in

ramify, for those
brought up as most
of us have been
into every corner
of our minds.”
John Maynard Keynes,
1987

Corporate Sponsors (2011-2012)
.
If you are interested in a sponsorship opportunity, please call Paula Mitchell for more details
at (432) 683-1573

PBS-SEPM is
grateful for the
generosity of all of
our corporate
sponsors .
See page 3 for
additional
sponsors

Please remember to
Your Corporate Logo could be here.
Your logo will be on the website, in every newsletter, on the Power Point shown prior to
every luncheon and in the calendar credits for one year June to May.

thank them for
their support!

