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President’s Column

As | write this column, NYMEX
Crude Oil is down another $19
from last month—hovering
around $42/bbl. It’s incredible
to think that just a few short
months ago we were enjoying a
record high of $140/bbl! | must
admit | don’t understand the
reasons behind such a drop
(other than it doesn’t seem to
have any correlation to supply
and demand), but have learned
to be flexible and adjust to its
cyclic nature. And a slower
pace certainly has some advan-
tages—including allowing one
the time to ‘sharpen the saw’
and take advantage of the up-
coming training opportunities
PBS-SEPM has to offer in 2009.

| wanted to take a moment to
recognize Pat Blackwell. Pat is
retiring this month after 20
years of dedicated service as a
member of the PBS-SEPM /
WTGS office staff. She will be
missed, but we’re excited for
her as she enters into this next
phase of her life. Please join us
in wishing her a joyful (and rest-
ful) retirement. Thank you, Pat,
for your life of service!!

Christmas is a treasured time
for many reasons, and it cer-
tainly has become synonymous
with giving—a time to show
kindness not just to family and
friends, but to our community
as well. As such, this is the
appropriate season to announce
to our membership a gift and a
kindness that promises to bless
both you and your community
year after year. I'm referring to
the creation of the Robert L.
Read, Jr., Distinguished Lec-

ture Series.

Robert L. Read, Jr. was a young
geologist active in the UTPB
Geology Club, PBS-SEPM, and
WTGS before his untimely pass-
ing in 2005. In early 2008, an
anonymous donor approached
me about establishing a fund for
a PBS-SEPM event that would
honor Robert’s life and passion
for learning, as well as help fulffill
our society’s charge with dis-
seminating scientific information
and promoting science within
the community. Excited about
the idea, | then approached the
Read family and received their

input and approval. And today,
your PBS-SEPM Executive Board
is in the final stages of establish-
ing an annual dinner lecture
event in his name that will bring
speakers of renown to Midland
to educate the geologic commu-
nity and general public—the
Robert L. Read, Jr., Distin-
guished Lecture Series. [More

details to come!]

While the resolution defining
the Robert L. Read, Jr., Distin-
guished Lecture Series nears
completion and final approval by
the Executive Board, | wanted
to encourage each of you to
consider designating a portion
of your PBS-SEPM donations to
the Robert L. Read, Jr., Distin-
guished Lecturer Memorial
Fund, which will be used to

underwrite this annual event.

On behalf of the PBS-SEPM
family, we hope each of you has
a very Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year!

Cony L. Foffman, PLD.. P.4G.
President PBS-SEPM 2008-2009
http://www.pbs-sepm.org

Mark Your Calendars!

DECEMBER
e 22: WTGS Office Closed
e 25: CHRISTMAS!

JANUARY

e 2: WTGS Office Open

e 20: PBS-SEPM Lunch-
eon: David Sivils, Ph.D.,

“A Shale’s Tale — Exploring
for Shale Gas in Far West
Texas and Why Biostrati-
graphy Still Mat-

ters” (Midland Center;
11:30-1:00 PM)

FEBRUARY
e 17: PBS-SEPM Luncheon:

TBA (Midland Center;
11:30-1:00 PM)

MARCH

e 5-8: PBS-SEPM New Hire
Field Trip (Guad. Mtns.)

e 17: PBS-SEPM Luncheon:
TBA (Midland Center;
11:30-1:00 PM)



http://www.pbs-sepm.org/

PBS-SEPM Executive Board (2008-2009)

President: Cory L. Hoffman
President Elect: Fred Behnken
First Vice President: Hollie Lamb
Second Vice President: Teri McGuigan
Treasurer: Deb S. Gann
Secretary: James L. Hawkins
Executive Director: Paula Mitchell

Do you have an idea for an interesting luncheon talk? H

choffman@stmaryland.com

Fred Behnken@kindermorgan.com

h.lamb@eaglerockenergy.com

tmcguigan | @suddenlink.net

Debbie.Gann@arcadis-us.com

jhawkins@midland.oilfield.sIb.com

wtgs(@wtgs.or

ave a core workshop you'd like to present? Have

some suggestions on how PBS-SEPM can better serve the geologic community? Just click on the e-mail above
and drop us a note—your PBS-SEPM Executive Board would love to hear from you!

Corporate Sponsorships (2008-2009)

If you are interested in a sponsorship opportunity, please call Paula Mitchell for more details at (432)

683-1573.
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PBS-SEPM Luncheon Talk: January 20th

TITLE: A Shale’s Tale — Exploring for Shale Gas in Far West Texas and Why Bio-
stratigraphy Still Matters

SPEAKER: David |. Sivils, Ph.D. (Senior Geologist, Denbury Resources, Plano, TX)

ABSTRACT

Over the past several years, one of the hottest exploration plays in the continental United States has
been the Barnett and Woodford shales in the Delaware Basin. This play evolved from rank exploration
to one that defined a large region rich with potential in unconventional resources. The initial efforts
focused in the northern and northwestern parts of the Delaware Basin and resulted in a surge of leasing
and drilling activity. As the play expanded throughout the basin and open acreage shrank, efforts were
made in locating additional areas with shale gas potential. Key elements included shale maturity, shal-
lower drilling depths, and significant open acreage. This opened the door to the far southwestern re-
gion of the Permian Basin. Maps of shale thickness, thermal maturity, and structure indicated this area
was prospective for shale exploration and resulted in the accumulation of 68,000 acres in eastern Brew-
ster County. Detailed isopach mapping of the shale section across the prospect area combined with
structural information from sparse well control and vintage 2D seismic lines were used for selecting an
initial drilling location.

Drilling of the initial well confirmed that the key shale section was present. However, examination of
the open-hole logs suggested that more than one interpretation of the shale section was possible. It was
determined that the shale penetrated could be divided into two shale packages. One interpretation of
the section represents a remnant of Barnett Shale and Miss Lime in correct stratigraphic position above
the Woodford Shale. An alternative interpretation is the upper shale section is a Pennsylvanian aged
black shale deposited unconformably on the Woodford Shale. Based on these two interpretations it
became apparent that further data were needed for resolving the stratigraphic relationships and for mak-
ing appropriate choices for successfully completing the well.

The operator elected biostratigraphy as the best tool for determining the ages of the shale sections.
Drill cuttings across the shale intervals were sampled and sent out for biostratigraphic analysis. Once
completed, the results of the biostratigraphic analysis favored neither interpretation. What these data
did show is that both the upper and lower shale sections are Woodford Shale. The cherty section sepa-
rating them is interpreted as a novaculitic member of the Woodford. Without the additional informa-
tion provided through biostratigraphic analysis, the true nature of the stratigraphic relationships in this
well would have remained inconclusive and possibly led to incorrect correlations and bad assumptions
regarding well completion techniques.

BIOGRAPHY: David J. Sivils, Ph.D.

David Sivils holds a position as senior geologist with Denbury Resources LLC. located in Plano,
Texas. He holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in geology from U. T. El Paso, and a Ph.D in geology from
New Mexico Tech. His areas of expertise include carbonate and shale exploration and development.
He has worked unconventional resource exploration and development in the Delaware and Fort Worth
basins. Currently he is working enhanced oil recovery projects in Southwestern Mississippi for Den-

bury.

David is a member of AAPG, SEG, WTGS, PBS-SEPM, PBGS, and DGS.

WHEN: Tuesday, January 20, 2009
WHERE: Midland Center
TIME: 11:30-1:00 PM

“Without the

additional
information
provided by
biostratigraphic
analysis, the true
nature of the
stratigraphic
relationships in
this well would

have remained

inconclusive.”




PBS-SEPM Digital Publication Project

PBS-SEPM *DIGITAL* PUBLICATIONS
ORDER FORM

This is your opportunity to have the entire PBS-SEPM publication library (1955 - 2007) at your finger
tips. There is a fully searchable Table of Contents—find a topic or author just by typing in the word(s).
All publications are in Adobe PDF with all major articles being bookmarked, and all the figures are
linked in the text for quick reference. Those areas that are off limits to geologists like the Glass Moun-
tains or Sierra Diablos have been written up in these publications. Numerous out-of-print publications

and figures and/or plates not published in the original guidebooks are now available in this library.

This includes all publications, even the special publications and coveted core workshops. Can you
imagine the hidden treasures you might find? Here is your chance to uncover them in this special

three (3) DVD set. Buy one or all.

DVD I - Symposiums & Guidebooks (1955-1989)
Member- $75.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling
Non-Member- $100.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling

DVD Il - Symposiums & Guidebooks (1990-2007)
Member- $75.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling
Non-Member- $100.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling

DVD Il - Core Workshops (82, 83, 85, 98) & Special Publications (A, 88-28, 96-39, 84)
Member- $75.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling
Non-Member- $100.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling

Entire Set of three DVDs

Member Price $200.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling
Non-Member Price $250.00 plus 8.25% tax and $5.00 shipping and handling
Name: Company/Affiliation:

Mailing Address:

Business Phone: Fax: Email:

Payment: check, cash or credit card
( ) I authorize you to charge the above to my:
( ) MasterCard ( ) VISA () American Express Exp. Date:

Card number: Signature:

Make cheeks payable to PBS-SEPM.
Please send registration and payment information: PBS-SEPM, P.O. Box 1595, Midland, Texas 79702
For additional information contact: PBS-SEPM office (432) 683-1573.




PBS-SEPM “West Texas’ 2009 Calendar

PBS-SEPM ‘West Texas’ 2009 Calendar
PRE-ORDER FORM

This is our second year to offer this stunning 8.5x11” (folds out to | 1x17”’) calendar, and we have taken your sug-
gestions and improved upon this popular item. Professionally printed with heavier paper and vibrant colors are
but a few of the enhancements, and yet you can purchase these calendars for the same bargain price of $15 each!

We are even offering a special volume discount of ‘buy 5 calendars, get | free’! Why wait?

Featuring breathtaking West Texas scenery, icons of the oil patch, fossils, and minerals, this calendar is sure to be
attractive hanging in your home or office. Keep them for yourself or give them away as gifts to your valued cus-

tomers, partners, and employees! Available for pickup TODAY.

Not only does each calendar purchase support the educational programs of PBS-SEPM, a non-profit organization,
but a percentage of the calendar sales is dedicated to provide financial aid to full-time college students (geoscience
majors) wanting to attend PBS-SEPM sponsored events. So each dollar spent not only helps PBS-SEPM continue
to serve the professional geologic community with excellence, but also is an investment in the lives of future geo-

sciences professionals as well.

Fill out the form below to pre-order your PBS-SEPM ‘West Texas’ 2009 Calendars today!

Pre-Order Your PBS-SEPM ‘West Texas’ 2009 Calendar:
Member/Non-Member Price: $15.00 plus $3.00 shipping and handling per calendar
Special Volume Discount: ‘Buy 5, get | free’ [6 calendars for $75.00 plus $4.00 shipping & handling per bundle of 6]

QUANTITY: Will pick up calendar(s) at WTGS Office (Y/N)?

Sub-Total: $

SHIPPING: $ [N/A if picking up at WTGS office; otherwise $3.00 per calendar or $4.00 per bundle of 6]
TOTAL: $

Name: Company/Affiliation:

Mailing Address:

Business Phone: Fax: Email:

Payment: check, cash or credit card
() l'authorize you to charge the above to my:
( ) MasterCard () VISA () American Express Exp. Date:

Card number: Signature:

Make checks payable to PBS-SEPM.
Credit card orders may be faxed to (432) 686-7827.
Order forms/payment may be mailed to: PBS-SEPM, P.O. Box 1595, Midland, Texas 79702. Phone (432) 683-1573.




2009 PBS-SEPM New Hire Field Trip

2009 PBS-SEPM New Hire Field Trip (March 5th—8th)
REGISTRATION FORM

The Permian Basin Section of SEPM is planning a four-day field trip to the Guadalupe Mountains for engineering, land,
and geology new hires in March 2009. This is an exceptional opportunity for companies to expose their interns and
new hires to world-class outcrops that are direct analogues to producing fields in the Permian Basin. The trip will be
led by Dr. Robert Trentham and Dr. Emily Stoudt from The University of Texas of the Permian Basin, who have a
combined 55 years experience in research, exploration, and production in the basin. Morning outcrop studies will
cover shelf to basin deposits, and will be supplemented with afternoon exercises on sequence stratigraphy, log corre-
lation, seismic interpretation, and production data analysis. The goal of this field trip is to educate participants in com-

bining outcrop data with industry exploration and production techniques from a multi-disciplinary perspective.

Participants will leave Midland on March 5" and will be staying at the Stevens Inn in Carlsbad, NM. Included in the
costs: round trip transportation from Midland, three nights lodging, three breakfasts, three lunches, refreshments in

the field, guidebook and handouts.

Registration forms will also be available on the PBS-SEPM website (www.pbs-sepm.org) in January 2009.

Limited space is available, so the first to register will be given priority!

COST (please mark appropriately): $700.00 double ( ) $800.00 single ( )

Name:

Company/Affiliation:

Mailing Address:

Business Phone: Fax:

Email:

Roommate:

Non-Smoking ( ) Smoking ( ) Special Dietary Needs:

Payment: check, cash or credit card
( ) I authorize you to charge the above to my:
( ) MasterCard ( ) VISA () American Express Exp. Date:

Card number: Signature:

Make checks payable to PBS-SEPM.
Credit card orders may be faxed to (432) 686-7827.
Order forms/payment may be mailed to: PBS-SEPM, P.O. Box 1595, Midland, Texas 79702. Phone (432) 683-1573.




Society for Sedimentary Geology

PBS-SEPM is the Permian Basin Section of SEPM—the Society for Sedimen-
tary Geology. However, you do not need to be a SEPM member or a geolo-

gist to join PBS-SEPM.
Our non-profit society relies upon the efforts of dedicated volunteers to serve

the geological community—primarily through educational events. These
events include monthly luncheon talks, core workshops, annual field trips,

56 :‘is);SIESP;; and special geological publications. Additionally, we are involved on the col-
Midland, TX 79702 lege campuses—reaching out to future earth scientists through scholarships,
Phone: 432-683-1573 discounted memberships, and offering full-time geology students the ability
Fax: 432-686-7827 to participate in professional-grade field trips at little to no cost.

E-mail: wtgs@wtgs.org
If you would like to join PBS-SEPM, you may visit our website (www.pbs-

sepm.org) to learn more about us, download a membership form, and learn
how to get involved.

Individual Sponsors of PBS-SEPM (2008-2009)
We're on the Web!

WWw.nhs-sepm.or If you are interested in an individual sponsorship opportunity, please call Paula Mitchell for more de-
n . 9 tails at (432) 683-1573.

=/
/\ Tecton Energy, LLC

C.D. Fling

Vice President
3000 Wilcrest, Suite 300 Main: (281) 668-8068
Houston, TX 77042 Direct: (281) 668-8074
www.tectonenergy.com Cell: (918) 645-8287
cfling@tectonenergy.com Fax: (713) 974-1004



http://www.pbs-sepm.org/
http://www.pbs-sepm.org/

